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The Ol Dark House

G \Werner

“The Old Dark House” is a 1920s Call of
Cthulhu scenario for use as a one-nighter. It
is something of a “geo-morph,” that is, it is
a skeleton which the individual keeper will
flesh out in whatever manner best suits him.
Several possible scenarios have been in-
cluded as well as complete descriptions of
the (living) NPCs and a set of sample inves-
tigators. This adventure has been run sev-
eral times with good reception, most promi-
nently at Slandrak II, a local game conven-
tion. Please enjoy!

Let me begin by explaining the nature of
this scenario. “The Old Dark House” is
based upon the old haunted mansion films
of the * 20s, ~ 30s, and * 40s. Films like Ar-
senic and Old Lace, The Old Dark House,
The Gorilla, and Curse of the Demon should
come to mind as you read these scenarios.
They all follow the same pretext: the play-
ers are all invited to attend the reading of a
wealthy English citizen’s will. The deceased,
Vincent Laughton, may have in life been
whatever sort of person you may wish. In
some of the scenario ideas provided, he is
(was) an investigator of the Mythos; in
others, an occultist; in others, simply a rich
old tightwad whose time came. Of course,
fiendish developments come into play in
most of these pieces.

The aim is to re-create the feel of numer-
ous late-night black & white flicks, with
broad characters and an ornate (yet theatri-
cal) location. The principal aim is to have
fun; of course, if this style of play (even as a
one-off) doesn’t work with your group, the
components of this scenario can easily be
cannibalized for use as the locale for some-
thing altogether different; the second round
of the GenCON/Origins 1992 Chaosium
Call of Cthulhu Masters’ Tournament used
the setting and NPCs from this scenario for
an altogether different purpose.

scenarios for play

All of these scenarios are dependent on
one basic principle: the player must remain
on the estate for the entire weekend follow-
ing the reading of the will of the late Vincent
Laughton, or inherit nothing, This is further
complicated by monsters and any number
of murderous NPCs (the solicitor, the but-
ler, and the chef are usually enough). Some
scenarios instigate a treasure hunt, one
causes a game of hot potato, and one pits
everyone against everyone. Using this ad-
venture with your normal Call of Cthulhu
characters rather than with those provided
presents an opportunity for old villains to
pop up—perhaps they too are going to
inherit something.
=

3 One for All

This scenario plays out the most diaboli-
cally and it is necessary to have players that
distinguish between player and character
knowledge in order to have this adventure
work. The idea comes from the film One
Too and plays much like the film. The will
states that only one person will inherit the
money and the estate. However, a list has
been made in case this person were to die.
The first person on the list inherits the
money, but if he dies, the second one on the
list is heir and so on. Unfortunately, no one
knows who the first heir is, nor how the list
is ordered. Both papers are at city hall and
anyone who leaves the estate to get them is
“dead” for purposes of the will. Have
everyone’s greed get the better of them. The
chauffeur booby traps the autos to explode
if they are entered, the chef poisons the
entrees he prepares and so on. Your players
should show their dark sides in this adven-
ture as they kill NPCs and other players at
the drop of a hat (even if they must drop it
themselves) so as to move themselves up
the list before the weekend is over. You'll
need to work out the actual list, based on
the characters played.

2 The Black Lake
This adventure pits the players against
the legacy of Vincent Laughton, a worship-
per of mighty Cthulhu. Deep beneath the
house is a subterranean lake. This lake
leads out to the sea via an underground
river. Near the lake is a pagan church cut
into a cavern. This cavern and the lake are
infested by Deep Ones, who will stalk the
house looking for appropriate sacrifices for
mighty Cthulhu and Father Dagon, the lat-
ter of whom sometimes appears in the lake.
Any number of the NPCs could be cultists of
Cthulhu. All in all, if the players are to get
their money, they must com-
bat the Deep Ones and 7 2
Dagon and destroy the 7
church (effectively blocking §
off the lake from the rest of 7>
the house). This one should 7
be handled carefully, begin
ning with water spots on the
floors and slowly leading to
actual encounters with the
fish-men. The NPC cultist(s)
will, of course, spy on the
investigators.

R LA NN

1 Night of the Gorilla

This scenano was inspired by the Ritz
Brothers’ film The Gorilla. For this one,
have one of the NPCs be a murderous and
greedy type. He wants to remove the others
from their chance at inheriting the fortune
by putting them out of commission. Well,
this fellow, while on safari in Africa, has
captured an enormous bull gorilla. Need I
continue? The ape lurks about the mansion,
a strange and unknown assailant, maiming
and mutilating anyone it can find. The ele-
ment to this one is mood and menace. If
things are too slow, have the ape’s master
get in on the homicide scene as well.

Gorgo the Gorilla
STR® 34 POW 12
CON 13 DEX 20
SIZ% 4 HP 19
INT 7 Armor 2 points
Bite 55% 1D6+3d6
Hand 50% 1D6 (3d6)
o A Case of msanity

This one begins by handing one of the
players a note: “You are a psychotic mad-
dog killer, please conduct yourself in an
appropriate manner.” Things should
progtess rather nicely with your murderous
player character from there. Alternately, an
NPC can be used. The story is that a killer
named Cain Adams escaped from a lunatic
asylum. He then murdered one of the heirs
en route to the estate and is now taking his
place. As no one has seen this particular heir
before, the switch won’t be noticed. . .until
bodies start popping up.

4  The Lord of the Maze

Again we have poor, dead Vincent
Laughton up to his eyeballs in the occult.
This time, Vincent got his money from a bag
Roman coms found upon

of old coms
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gold was cursed. Shortly after retrieving the
fortune, Mrs. Laughton gave birth, dying in
the process. Her child was supposedly still-
born, but was actually born half-man and
half-beast, resembling a minotaur (sans
homs). As ugly as it was, Vincent took it as
his son. He then hid what portion of the
treasure he had not yet been spent back in
the Roman vault. Above the vault he built a
fountain, and about the fountain was con-
structed a hedge maze. As Laughton’s son
giew, the monstrous youth spent almost all
ofits time in the maze, until now, he rarely
ventures out. With Vincent’s death, only the
butler knows about the minotaur, and he is
determined to save the estate for Laughton’s
true heir (whom he considers an adopted
son), even if he must kill to do so. Compli-
cate this with the solicitor, who has discov-
ered the existence of the Roman treasure in
laughton’s assets and will kill to save the
fortune for himself. The minotaur itself is a
kind creature who wishes to harm no-one,
but as his appearance is frightening and
someone is murdering people, the players
may not realize that they should look for a
more-human villain until it is too late.
The Minotaur

SIR 34 POW 16

CON 20 BEX =15

SIZ 20 HP 20

INT 14 Ammor 4 points
SAN 1/1D10

Crush 80% 1D10+4D6

Gore 25%  1D6

This is the missing heir, Laughton’s “still-
born” son, a horrible manifestation of oc-
ault powers, a mythical minotaur. Despite
hisappearance, the Minotaur (his real name
is known only to the butler) is not malig-
nant; he will only attack those who are
plotting to alter the will, kill someone, or
steal the Roman treasure. As he prowls the
estate, the Minotaur leaves large cloven
hoofprints.

8 Mibm’ght Kobold

The deceased, Vincent Taughton, made
his wealth in an interesting fashion: he
wished for it. While on holiday in Ireland,
Vincent captured a leprechaun. But no or-
dinary leprechaun is this, for Vincent caught
aRed Cap, a murderous brownie of folklore
and story. This creature agreed to give
| =

what is nogr‘ his estate. The problém is, the

~I. Vincent his wealth only if he
71- would keep the Red Cap’s
hat bright and full of color.
Unfortunately, Red Caps dye
their hats in human blood to
give them their red color.
Vincent knew this, and put

the condition that the Red
Cap should first bring him a
coin from every country in

the world. While the players

+ are at the house for the week-

- . end, the little monster arrives
i looking for his payment. The
elf sets cruel traps all over the
estate while he carries the
+ dead to the Celtic ruins on the

‘p“r.operty and dyes his hat (the more blood

the richer the shade, so our friend will be
busy for the whole weekend). This is an-
other scenario where the monster’s deeds
and not the monster itself should be en-
countered early on.

The Red Cap

STiREE5 POW 17
CON 11 DEX 14
Sl4 = il 8
TN S Ammor None
Dagger 40%  1D6

The Red Cap is a malicious little Irish pixie
which dwells in the ruined Celtic tower
deep in the woods on the estate. This mur-
derous little fiend attacks anyone who dares
enter the ruins using pit falls, falling stones,
snares, hordes of rats, trip wires, and other
traps. Once a person is incapacitated, this
ugly gnome appears, slits their throat and
dyes his hat in their blood.

7 Demion by Night

A personal favorite, inspired and based
on the film Curse of the Demon (Night of
the Demon to those of you from the magical
isles of the UK). The adventure is sinister
and may degenerate into a deadly game of
hot potato before it ends. The solicitor is
intent on being the only heir, and so on each
of the heirs’ copies of the will he inscribes
ancient runes. These runes summon a de-
mon to destroy whoever holds them. In
order to save themselves, someone must
locate Vincent Laughton’s Gaelic magic
book in the secret library and learn the way
to survive, by passing the runes on to some-
one else without their knowing it. The

demon will strike once an iy

hour, so the players must act ¢
swiftly. The solicitor will keep "
himself locked in the man- |’
sion tower all night, and come
down in the morning witha '
revolver to dispatch survi- '
vors.

The Demon

STR 18 POW 17

CON 100 DEX 14

Sz 17" HP 16
INT 10 Ammor magic

only
SAN 1D3/1D20

Claw 35% 1D6+1D6
Bite 35% 1D6+1D6

i

The demon flits in and out of this dimen-
sion and the deepest pits of hell. It attacks
only targets possessing the runic symbols, a
rendition of which appears on each copy of
the will, one of which is given to each heir.

6 Hereditary Problems
Vincent Laughton was a werewolf who
was slain by an English investigator. But
Vincent was not the only werewolf in the
household. The French chef is a loup garou
as a result of an ancient gypsy curse. He
does not desire anyone to have the estate
but himself. With the aid of a pack of wolves
kept on the grounds, the chef seeks to
destroy all mere humans that dare lay claim
to his packmate’s wealth. The wolves de-
vour any that venture outdoors while the
werewolf does his work from inside.
Some Wolves

R 1L e
SIR- 11 i1 10 14
CON 11 9 5 il
SiZ =11 13 12 6
POW 17 15 ) 10
DEX 15 11 15 11
HPe= 11 13 8

e Bl i
STIRE 18 13 il il
CON 10 12 12 12
SIZ 14 10 11 8
POW 8 i 14 4
DEX 13 1I 10 9
RIS ) 1! 12 10
all wolves:
Bite 30% 1D8
Pierre Lutin as werewolf
STR 18 PONRS]0
CON 15 [DEXEE 115
SiZ el 2 APP 1l
INT 6 Amor = silver & magic
SAN 1/1D6 only
Bite 50% 1D8+1D4
Hide in cover 50%, Track by smell 60%

s The Menagerie

Vincent Laughton was a grand enemy of
the Mythos, but, like so many investigators,
he became what he was fighting. Vincent
collected monsters in his last unstable years
of life and entombed them beneath the
house. Shortly before his death, the insane
Vincent thought how humorous it would

I

Q)
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at his home. So, he arranged for the massive
Elder Sign that covered the secret door
leading to his monsters to be removed
upon his death and used as his gravestone.
The night after the funeral, Vincent’s beasts
attack.

Menagerie Monsters

Byakhee

SIER =15 POW 11
CON 14 DEX 20
SlZ#=8 HP 16

INT 10 Ammor 2 points
SAN 1/1D6

Claw 35% 1D6+1D6

Bite 35% 1D6+1D6+blood drain
Deep One

STR™ 16 PO

CON 9 DEX 8

SIZ 19 HP 14

INT 10 Armor 1 point
SAN 0/1D6

Claw 25%  1D6+1D6
Dimensional Shambler

STR 2 POW 10
CONT13 DEX =1

SIZ 14 HP 14

INT 6 Armor 3 points
SAN 0/1D10

Claw 30% 1D6+1D4
Ghoul

STR 18 POW 14
CON 16 PEX" 4] 2

SIZ el 3 HP 15

INT 13 Ammor halves impaling
SAN 0/1D6 weapons
Claw 30% 1D6+1D6

Bite 30% 1D6+1D4+worry
Mi-Go

STR 16 POW 14
CON 13 PHEX =10

SIZ 9 HP 11

INT 17 Ammor None
SAN 0/1D6

Nippers 30%  1D6
Sand-Dweller

SRS POW 6

CON 13 BEX =12

SlZz- 13 HP 13

INT 13 Amor 3 points
SAN 0/1D6

Claw 30% 1D6+1D4

Child of the i

(Crocodile headed mummy)
STR 15 POW 16
CON 17 DEX =S

SIZ=il0) HP 14

INT 11 SAN  0/1D8
SAN 0/1D8

Kick 25% 1D6

Bite 35% 1D10

When playing “The Menagerie,” these
creatures are all asleep in the secret church.
Laughton has placed an Elder Symbol over
the secret door leading to the subterranean
regions. This stone is removed to serve as
his gravestone upon the day of burial (which
also happens to be the day of the reading of
the will), freeing the monsters to stalk the
heirs.

the cast

These are the principle malcontents of
the adventure, including a bit about Vincent
Laughton. Use them as you will.

Vincent Laughton

the deceased

Although he is dead in this adventure,
Vincent plays an important role in it. This
doddering dabbler in the occult has amassed
a fortune of some thirty million pounds
which will be left to some lucky heir. The
amusement of this fellow’s spirit as the
living kill one another should be stressed.
Tudey Mings
attorney at law ;
SIR 10 CON: 10
SIZ s 0SS DEX 10
APP 15 SAN 45
INT 16 POW 10
EDLE 228 HERE 10

Skills: Accounting
50%, Bargain 40%,
Camouflage 25%, A
Credit Rating 88%, De- "
bate 60%, Fast Talk | ‘? PRI

75%, Hide 60%, History 80%, Law 80%,
lemry Use 60%, Tisten 30%, Persuade 60%
Read/Write Latin 75%

Note: if playing “Demon by Night” alter
Mings as follows: SAN 0, Occult 80%,
Cthulhu Mythos 10%, Sneak 30%

Turley Mings is an intense gentleman of
about 45 years of age. He has short gray
hair, a clean-shaven face and smooth hands.
Mings was one of Vincent's closest advi-
sors. In any scenario, Mings is out for him-
self and will help no one. His greed, not
bravery, will keep him at the estate for the
weekend.

Nicolas Robbins
groundskeeper

STR= 8= CONEE.
SIZ. 100 DEX 8
APP ROE S AN S5
INT 8 POW 4
EDUEST = PP as

Skills: Botany 15%,
Astronomy 15%,
Chemistry 15%, Elec- pe
trical repair 30%, First \{(’V e
Aid 35%, Hide 50%, Lis- \\V\/ rr o £ i
ten 50%, Mechanical Repair 40%, Sneak
50%, Track 50%, Spot Hidden 50%, Rake
90%, Clean Grounds 80%, Be Vulgar 99%

Nicolas Robbins is a withered old codger
who has been in the service of the Laughton
manor for as long as any can remember. He
dwells in a filthy wooden hovel behind the
gardens in which he keeps his earthly pos-
sessions, mainly bits of junk. His chemistry
knowledge is only that of concocting pesti-
cides and herbicides. Robbins is decidedly
unstable, and a raging pervert. The maids
are careful not to go near him alone. Robbins,
who seems to be sulking about everywhere,
is amoral and vulgar and would not hesitate
to use anything to his advantage. Robbins is
not above kldnappmg, rape, robbery, or
murder.

Angus Welsh

butler

SER= 11 = CON=15
SiZe L1 uDEX T .
APP - 12- SANE 55 %,
INT 125 POW: 12
EDUE 1 GRS EIESSS] 5

Skills: Debate 50%,
Drive Auto 15%, His-
tory 50%, Hide(in
house) 90%, Listen !
60%, Occult 30% Me- [ %
chanical Repair 30%, Pick Pocket 70% Psy-
choanalysis 15%, Psychology 50%, Read/
Write Gaelic 90%, Sneak 50%, Spot Hidden
50%, Speak Gaelic 90%, Treat Poison 5%,
Do Mundane Duties 50%, Speak in mono-
tone 100%

Angus Welsh is the head servant of the
Laughton household. About 55 years old,
the bald butler is the eyes and ears of the
household and knows all of its secrets. Of
Irish-Scottish descent, he would certainly
recognize a Red Cap at work in the “Mid-
night Kobold” adventure and hence be of
invaluable aid. More probable is that Angus
is the main human heavy of any scenario. If
so, alter him as follows:

Cthulhu Mythos 55%, SAN 0, Occult 70%

If the villain, Angus will set traps, lure
players into the secret chambers of the
monsters or out-and-out murder the heirs,
framing someone else for the deed. Angus
will stay on at the manor no matter what
occurs, because to him it is home.

STRESI0=CONS 0
SlZ e O XS] 2
APP 10 SAN 40
INT 12 POW 10
EDUES1S PRS0

Skills: First Aid 30%,
Hide 50%, History 40%,
Listen 60%, Occult 50%,
Speak French 50%, "
Spot Hidden 36%, //; i
Sneak 40%, Be Emotionless 90%

Ms. White is the alcoholic downstairs
maid and spends most of her time sleeping
or drinking. This elderly woman is offered
simply as monster bait, unless of course,
she were to “spike” the coffee and booze in
the manor.

Pierre Lutin

chef

STR. 125 CON =12
SIZz' 12 DEX 9 =
SAN 45 =

.
o 2 it

APP 8 Ze= Ly
INT 10 POW 11 R X
EDU 15 HP 12 b jonip o

Skills: Cook 90%, Lis- | ‘. “~eety @

ten 20%, Speak/Read/
Write French 90%, Hide
20%, Sneak 5%, Occult | % :
30% Track 20% Lt - ae WY
Pierre Lutin was Laughton’s most recently
hired servant with the exception of Mindy
Taylor, the upstairs maid. He is proud of his
work and horribly sensitive about it (“I am
zee master chef Monsieur, not zee cook!”).
If the family curse scenario with the
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l werewolves is being played the keeper can
use Lutin as the werewolf (another option is
tohand a player a piece of paper that reads
“You're a werewolf”). Pierre is a cannibalis-
tic lycanthrope, a genuine Loup Garou. If
confronted with accusations of this sort, he
will explain how his ancestors burned a
witch at the stake for eating a child. The

‘ witch swore that if a Lutin ever consumed
human flesh, he would become a monster
worse than she. In the Great War, Pierre
was trapped in a foxhole in no-man’s land
fora week and resorted to eating a dead
British soldier to keep from dying. He not
only activated the family curse but acquired
ataste for human flesh. Now, Pierre be-
comes a werewolf whenever he wishes.
Klaus Kobolde
chauffeur
SIR 14 CON 15
13 DEX 12
APP 12 SAN 65

'~ INT 13 POW 13

U 11 HP 14

Skills: Drive Auto
80%, Climb 50%, Fast
Talk 20%, Listen 60%,
Track 20%, Read/ |+ . ' °
Wnte/Speak German RIS
9%b, Sneak 30%, Sing 20%

Klaus is the chauffeur of the estate. Other
than being monster bait, he serves very little
purpose in any scenario. There is a great
animosity between Klaus and Pierre, a left-
over from the Great War.

lliminaylor
, mﬂs

SR 10 CON 13 i g o
87 11 DEX 12 AN,
AP 16 SAN 45 B s

NT 14 POW 9 | Bl

U 15 HP 12
- Skills: Anthropology
- 30%, Archaeology
- 30%, Botany 30%,

Chemistry 20%, First | . e
Kid 30%, Hide 40%, [\ o ™
History 60% Library use 45%, Listen 60%,
Make Maps 20% Occult 35% Pharmacy
15%, Physics 15% Psychology 35%, Ride
60%, Sing 60%, Sneak 50%, Spot Hidden
50% Zoology 30% Clean 50%
Weapon Attk% Damage
Knife 55% = 16
Mindy has only been on staff a few short
months. She seems to be a very ordinary
‘working girl from York, but is a good deal
brighter than she lets on. If Robbins the
gardener attacks her, she may very well
show him a thing or two with the aid of the
lie knife she keeps strapped in her garters.
The guard dogs five Dobermans
P2ic 3. 45
\ STR o= 10 -9 el
EON 10 I s l6
SIZ O 7 5 Geriols
oW 9 4 9 9 o6
11 14 15 12 12
HP S0 8 Sl |
Bite  30% 30% 25% 35% 35%
Damage 1D6 1D6 1D6 1D6 1D6
- These Dobermans prowl the grounds at

night, when they are released from the
kennels and given free reign over the estate.
They are trained to return to the kennels at
the first sign of daylight, though a whistle is
blown to remind them. They will obey the
butler and the gardener, who feed them.

optional investigators

Keepers: Please feel free to alter the PCs
as you see fit and give them histories that
work well with the scenario you are using,
If your campaign characters are being used,
these can make grand NPCs.

Christopher Laughton
Younger brother and
member of Parliament P
British, male, 45 7 ;
STR + 125 CON 12 ? ‘ =

SIz. #15 DEX 11
APP 12 SAN 70
INT 15 POW 14 | “swed,
EDU 20 HP 14 : \l.".’*"

Skills: Accounting ‘
70%, Bargain 50%, A
Camouflage 25%, \ =
Climb 40%, Credit Ratmg 80%, Dnve Auto
40%, Fast Talk 65%, Hide 20%, H.IS[OI'Y 50%,
Jump 25%, Law 65%, Other Languages:
French 50%, Other Languages: German 50%,
Other Languages: Latin 70%, Persuade 70%,
Psychology 70%, Ride 60%, Sneak 20%,
Spot Hidden 25%, Swim 25%, Throw 30%,
Rifle 40%, Handgun 40%

Weapon Attk% Damage
Sword Cane  40% 1D10
Nathaniel Laughton
Nephew and playboy

British, male, 27
STR 13- CON-+ 9
SIZ 14 DEX 15
APP 12 SAN 60
INTwlid PO 12 \ !
EDU 16 HP 13 ‘, "
Skills: At (Sing) 35%, Vo
Bargain 50%, Credit | .’
Rating 60%, Dodge | \1 §
30%, Drive Auto 60%, L.~ 7
Fast Talk 50%, Law 25%, Other Languages:
French 50%, Pilot Aircraft 30%, Psychology
10%, Ride 40%, Swim 50% Flirt 75%
Horace Cushing
Vincent Laughton’s
psychiatrist ,
British, male, 37 WSS
STRIE] 3= CONEO 7
SIZ 9 DEX 9 P gy
APP 9 SAN 55 G o
INT 16 POW 11 “_’f. o ok
EDU 18 HP 7 e
Skills: Accounting \_,w
25%, Anthropolo G T
40%, Bargain 30(%3 Wl ﬂ‘«l ’// (1
Credit Rating 75%, Diagnose Disease 45%,
Drive Auto 20%, First Aid 30%, History 30%,
Law 45%, Persuade 15%, Pharmacy 15%,
Psychoanalyss 40%, Psychology 65%, Spot
Hidden 30%, Treat Disease 50%, Treat Poi-
son 50%

Vinnie Capistro
American gangster and
Vincent’s Business
partner
American, male, 48
SIR 8 CON=9
SIZ 16 DEX 10 i’
APP 15 SAN 65 it
INT 9 POW 13 T
EDHET1E B 13
Skills: Accounting ﬁ“!x i
60%, Bargain 30%, [f7..
Camouflage 35%, Climb 40%, Credit Rating
60%, Drive Auto 60%, Fast Talk 60%, First
Aid 30%, Hide 40%, Law 60%, Listen 25%,
Pick Pocket 30%, Psychology 40%, Sneak
30%, Spot Hidden 25%, Treat Poison 40%,

%

7 : i
G

Handgun 40%
Weapon Attk% Damage
.45 Revolver  40% 1D10+2
Violet Laughton
Niece and authoress P e

British, female, 30
STRSE 10 CEONS0

SIZ 11 DEX 14
BP0 S ANESH 0
INT 16 POW 10

BDUS TP 11

Skills: Anthropology
40%, Astronomy 20%,
History 40%, Library
use 60%, Other Lan- A :
guages: Enghsh 60%, Other Langua es
Gaelic 30%, Other Languages French
Persuade 40%, Psychology 45%, Spot Hid-
den 25%, Zoology 40%

things to remember

1: There are 2 shotguns, 3 rifles, and an
elephant gun in the trophy room, but no
ammunition. All of the ammo can be found
in Laughton’s private study, locked in the
desk with a .45 revolver. There is as much
ammo available as you wish the players to
have.

2: Always have the solicitor stipulate that
the estate clergyman has no part in the will
and that it was Laughton’s wish that the
priest depart as soon as his body was in-
terred. This creates a sense of menace and
foreboding from the very start of the adven-
ture.

3: There are a number of “secret” areas of
the manor, such as the black lake, the
church, and the torture chamber, all located
beneath thebuilding. These are shown on
the maps and referred to in some of the
scenarios, but if they don’t apply to the
scenario you're running, ignore them, and
ignore the various methods of reaching
them (secret doors and the like).

4: I probably don’t have to say this, but
always describe a monster rather than rattle
off its name, as this keeps the players guess-
ing as to what it might be.

5: As this adventure takes place in Britain,
American campaign characters will have
difficulty getting their weapons into the
country in time for the reading of the will.
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A small grassy area before the front door,
this garden includes three trees, several
bushes and an iron fountain. The garden is
completely surrounded by doric columns.

2 Front Hall
This Gothic chamber is easily the largest
room of the house with the exception of the
ballroom. The hall is adorned with massive
medieval tapestries and two suits of armor
flank the massive doors. The armors each
hold swords. A large fireplace dominates
one of the walls while huge steps leading to
the second floor dominate another.
Broadswords 20% 1D8 + STR bonus

3 Parlour

This is a comfortable chamber where the
will is read. French doors open to the
grounds while windows face the front of
the house. A desk, some chairs and a couch
form the furnishings.

+ The Library

A two-story room, the library has shelf-
lined walls that are filled with histories and
science works. The second floor is almost
completely dominated by fiction and meta-
physics. Foreign language tomes rest right
alongside English ones, receiving no spe-
cial treatment. A table and several chairs are
on the lower floor for persons wishing to
examine the books.

5 The Conservatory

The family has always felt that inferior
attempts at playing the masters’ works
should not take place in the same room as

The room is sound-proofed.

Closet
A large walk-in closet where the hats and
coats of guests are kept.

7 Abigail's Chamber
The downstairs maid is a vain and jealous
woman who was irate at the larger footage
of the butler’s chamber. Hence, a hole was
knocked behind the stairs to increase the
space. The maid keeps a tidy, if plain, room.
It contains a wardrobe, a bed, a bureau and
a writing desk. Several bottles of secreted
brandy hint at possible alcoholism.

Angus’ Chamber

The butler keeps a toom to rival a hospital
in terms of sanitariness. The room has no
personal belongings other than clothing, a
Swiss clock, and a family bible. The only
furniture is a bed, a wardrobe and a table.

Pierre’s Chamber

The Chef keeps a clean room. His pet cat
(unless Pierre is a werewolf) lives in a
woven basket next to the bed. A bookshelf
filled with culinary volumes rests against
the wall. A wardrobe filled with expensive
clothes and a desk are the room’s other
furnishings. Several volumes on
Lycanthropy rest under the bed in a ma-
hogany box (notably Les Lupines, a treatise
on werewolves by von Juntz: +8% Occult).

10 Mindy's Chamber
A fairly immaculate room is kept by the
new maid. The room is furished with bed,

& u
Fireplace
Window
Column
Fountain
Bandstand
Secret Door
/ Doors
W_/a Freezer
& ( ( 7
First Floor Poqest renditions. Hence this special room  wardrobe and bureau. A bookcase holds a
or instruction in music. A small pianoand  large and literate selection of texts.
several other instruments are kept here, as
1 Front Garden wellas several scores kept on a book shelf. 11 Klaus’s Quarters

The chauffeur’s room is a slovenly mess.
The maids have even given up on it. Scat-
tered all about are magazines and newspa-
pers from all manner of places and lands.
The furnishings include wardrobe, desk,
bed and bookshelf. A .22 revolver is kept
under the pillow ever since a bloody en-
counter while driving in Ireland. A box of
twenty-five cartridges compliments the gun
and is located in the bottom of the ward-
robe.

2 Secret Stairs

Leading deep into the underground, these
old hewn steps are hidden behind a false
door made to look like the wall (Spot Hid-
den at -25% to notice).

B GOreenhouse
This large glass enclosure contains a
plethora of foreign flowers unable to sur-
vive the British climate. The room is several
degrees warmer than the rest of the manor
and may alarm less intelligent creatures.

14 The Ballroom

Once this was the meeting and banquet
hall for the militia of the manor, today it is a
lovely room with a teak floor and orchestra
pit. A fireplace heats the room while win-
dows open to the estate. The room is per-
fectly bare, as all the space has been set
aside for dancing.

continued at right
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Second Floor

=24 Guest Roomss

These rooms are all identical, having fire-
places set into the walls. They are fumished
witha bed, wardrobe, a basin, a desk and a
bureau.

i Music Room

Here, true renditions of Bach, Mozart,
and Beethoven are preformed. The room
has some comfortable couches against the
walls as well as both a harpsichord and a
grand piano. A cabinet holds scores and
ompositions.

2% Open Terrace
Another garden, this one covered by

bushes. A few marble benches are present
amidst the flora. The terrace is open to the
elements and serves as a roost for several
birds.

37 Studio

Music is not the only art present in the
manor. This small studio has blank can-
vasses, paints and even a pedestal for pos-
ing subjects. Chisels and clay are also here
for those wishing to engage in a bit of
sculpting.

28 Study

The study is a large room with several
desks and chairs. A suit of armor rests
against one wall while bookshelves replete
with basic works and reference volumes
dominate the others.

Flail 20% 1D6+1+STR bonus

29 Trophy Room

The household has always liked the hunt.
Here are kept several of the most danger-
ous of their trophies. A stuffed gorilla, lion-
ess, panther and komodo monitor lizard
are here in their entirety while the heads of
rhino, Kodiak brown bear and leopard seal
gaze from the wall. Spears and shields from
such tribes as the Bogos, Zulus, Mau-maus,
and Tcho-tchos also lace the walls with
aboral villainy. Several firearms are kept in
a locked cabinet. There is no ammunition.

2 12-gauge shotguns

3 .22 rifles

1 elephant gun

first floor continued

] Billiards Rooms

A nice chamber with a pool set and a
small bar. The cues could be used for weap-
ons in a pinch and Molotov cocktails can
easily be manufactured.

Cue stick 15% 1D3 + STR bonus

Molotov Cocktail Throw Skill 1D8+1D6

% Dining Hall

This room is very long and the massive
tible is nearly as long as the room. The table
anbe used by up to eighteen at once. A
lieplace warms the room and a boar-head

looks down from the wall. Servants bring
the food via the south doors.

17 Kitchen
This is the Chef’s kingdom, his empire,
and he will be very cross with intruders. The
kitchen has an oven, an electric stove, a
boiling apparatus and a collection of knives
and cleavers. No food is stored here.
Knife 25% 1D4 + STR bonus
Cleaver 20% 1D6 + STR bonus

18 Pantry
All non-perishable and canned goods are

kept here. Filed in a complex system are
spices, flour and other items. Perishables
such as meats and cakes are kept in the
freezer. Stairs lead down to the wine cellar.
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Third Floor

30 Master Bedroom

This is the deceased’s former domicile. It
is a lavish chamber with a canopy bed,
fireplace, a shelf full of little fetishes, a
writing desk, table, comfy chair, and a mas-
sive wardrobe. A huge Medieval war axe is
fastened to the wall above the bed along
with a bronze-age shield.

Battle Axe 20% 1D8+2+STR bonus

3 Closet
This is where the lord of the manor keeps
the majority of his attire. The closet is filled
with the dead man’s clothes, mainly suits
and a few tuxedos for attending the opera.
Some hunting clothes are also present.

32 Meeting Hall
This large room has a round oak table in
the center and a score or so of ornate
Restoration-era chairs. The room is very
dark and exudes a sense of mystery and
evil. Despite the three windows, it is still
easily the dreariest room in the house.

3 Private Study

This is the manor lord’s private repast.
The room has a desk, two leather chairs and
two book cases, one containing a set of
encyclopedias and the other having (among
others) a number of books about the family
wiritten by its members. In the bottom drawer
is a loaded .38 revolver and a locked box,
inside of which is ammunition for the guns
in the trophy room. The Keeper should
place only enough ammo for the players to
stand a chance. They should always have to
count their shots. A secret panel leads to a
hidden library. Stock this room with what-

ever occult and Mythos tomes are appropri-
ate to the scenario being played.

34 Bedroom

This unused chamber is where the lady of
the manor would dwell. As the last lord was
a widower, the room is unused. Cobwebs
and dust cover the chamber.

Fourth Floor
The Locked Room

This room can only be reached via a
hidden door. The keeper should put what-
ever he or she wishes in this chamber. A
magician’s workshop or a monster’s lair are
just two possibilities for the Locked Room.

The Cellars
35 Wine Cellar

A large room with rack after rack of
wines. A vat is present, used in the old days
to make home-brewed wine. A large wood
pile sits against the wall, the wood serving
as fuel for the furace. Several beer kegs are
also here. One is set apart from the others.
This one is false and if a Listen roll is made
when the keg is rapped on, it will be found
to be hollow.

36 Charnel Passage

When the torture chamber was being
used, this tunnel offered quick disposal of
deceased subjects. The tunnel opens in a
false grave. The heavy grave lid hasa STR of
34 and must be forced to be opened.

37 Torture Chamber

This old chamber still echoes the screams
of its victims. The gray stone is blood-
spattered in many places. Five cells are

against the wall, bones resting in two of the
small cubicles. A rotted rack is in the center
of the room. Near the walls are a fire pit, a
shelf with the rotted remains of whips and
an iron maiden. Anyone locked in the
maiden takes 1 HP damage each round
until death occurs. Double doors with gar-
goyle sentries open to stairs that lead deeper
into the earth.

38 The Vault

Hidden behind a secret door is the manor’s
old vault, where monies were kept long
ago. Today, the wealth is gone but anyone
that stays inside for more than two rounds
will find that the door has shut and locked
them in. The door cannot be opened from
within and the walls are too thick for any-
one to hear cries for help.

Beneath the House
39 The ‘Church

The church here is not to any god of
things decent but a foul temple to whatever
dark entity is appropriate. Monstrous stat-
ues and carvings decorate the large cham-
ber. A blood stained altar is the only furnish-
ing, manacles of iron draping from its cor-
ners. The church looks out on a subterra-
nean lake and steps lead into the black
waters. Any person going swimming will
be pulled under by the current; use the
Drowning rules. Survivors pull themselves
back on shore; those who fail are never
seen again. An old dagger and sorcerer’s
robe hang from a peg in the wall.

Dagger 25% 1D4+2+STR bonus. Note
that this dagger is magical and can wound
monsters hurt only by magic.
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Srounds descriptions

The Garage
Alarge three-car affair, this stone build-
g will contain the vehicles which the
ers arrive in, as well as an all-new
ickard bought by the deceased in his last
rof life. Also contained in the garage is
small mechanic’s shop, replete with all the
ols needed to make minor repairs. The
auffeur is untidy and this mechanic’s
opisa filthy, cluttered chaos.

Big Nasty Wrench 309 1D6 + STR bonus
lead Pipe 20% 1D4 + STR bonus

The Gate House
this is simply a small building of stone
jat canopys the drive so that motorists
ught in the rain do not get wet. A small
om inside serves as a parlour to accom-
odate guests until the rain lets up or a
vant with umbrella arrives to conduct
em to the house proper.

| The Kennels
Alarge common cage about thirty-five
eet in perimeter, the kennels originally
ield hounds for the fox hunts. Now, how-
ever, it holds only the watch dogs that patrol
e grounds at night. A wooden overhang
lelters the canines in times of inclement
eather. A large cast-iron trough holds
ater while wooden bowls scattered about
he fenced enclosure are receptacles for

The Maze
This complex hedge labyrinth covers over
acre of the massive estate. The grass and
iges are well-tended. In the center is a
ible fountain with a cherub spitting wa-

ter. Only the gardener (and the minotaur in
the “Lord of the Maze” scenario) knows the
correct path through the maze. Others may
make an INT roll, at a multiplier equal to
how many quarter-hours they have been
exploring. That is, half an hour: INTx2. An
hour, INTx4. Two hours, INTx8.

5 The Gardens

A large, gloriously tended botanical para-
dise. It has been said that the British are the
world’s greatest gardeners, and this garden
does not contradict that statement. Roses,
tulips and all manner of hybrids march in
ranks between marble paths. The guard
dogs have been trained not to go in the
gardens, a fact that may save a player from
their greedy jaws.

6 The Chapel

This is a small structure showing the
marked spiritual decline of the family. Origi-
nally the chapel was much larger, but that
structure was destroyed during the English
Civil War by a particularly militant group of
Cromwell's Roundheads (the church being
Catholic at the time). The present structure
is twenty feet high by forty feet long by
twenty feet wide. The pews and holy adom-
ment are of Restoration vintage. The chaplin
usually is present but the will has forced his
absence. Though he has taken all items that
could harm evil beings of the supernatural,
the church can still afford sanctuary from
demonic beings. Note that demonic in-
cludes vampires and demons but not the
fiends of the Mythos.

7 Cemetery

Generation after generation of the family
has been buried here. Viking burial stones
can even be found in some of the untended

regions of the churchyard. A grave digger
from town does any of the work associated
with the graveyard. His spade rests amidst
the stones.

Spade 30% 1D6 + STR bonus

8  The Gardener's Shack

This slovenly cess-pit is the home of the
lecherous gardener. While he keeps the
maze and gardens pristine, his home is
more slovenly than the chauffeur’s quar-
ters. Bits of soiled cloth, old newspapers,
broken bits of tools and machinery all litter
the shack. A miserable cot serves as bed and
a wood-burning stove is the only heating
unit. A box of French postcards rests under
the simply constructed table, showing the
rogue’s favorite pastime.

Gardening Shears 25% 1D6 (can impale)

Hatchet 30% 1D4 + STR bonus

9 The Stables

This beautiful white-stone building is ca-
pable of housing five steeds. At present
only two mares and a gelding racer are
here. A dirt ring is outside for training the
equestrians.

10 The Ruins

Old legacies of the Druids, the single
stone tower is dank and dark. Perhaps the
murderous Red Cap inhabits it, in which
case miniature medieval peasant-style fur-
niture will fill the upper level of the three-
level tower. Small razor-blade traps are set
all about the tower for catching rabbits
(which are hard to fight if you're only a foot
talD and which inflict 1 HP and have a 50%
chance of hamstringing a human that trips
them (DEXx5 or less each 5 minutes of
movement once a person is within 50' of the
ruins).
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other Pagan Pullishaing products, featiing The Unspeakalle Oath,
the premiare digeit for the Call of Clhidbhu honor role-playing came

TU05 is our biggest issue yet, eighty pages focusing on the Cthulhu Mythos in Britian, written almost entirely by British readers! You'’ll find
articles on folklore and legends of the emerald isles, with looks at ruins, barrow mounds, strange customs, and more. Two scenarios, both set in England,
let you kick-start your campaign with a British flair. In one, battle a spectral hound and something worse in the ruins of an abbey. Then, unravel an ancient
legend that takes you inside one of the Mythos™ Most aWeSOME CIEAUIES. ...c0u uiveissasbolsib orossthesss obsessstasnssiaensinsssansan i e s e L $4.00

TU06 is another giant, eighty pages featuring Call of Cthulhu 5%. Chaosium’s release of CoC 5th Edition left a few gaps, gaps that we’ve filled
in. Our regular columns and features are absent to make way for pages of new occupations, new skills, and new ways to use magic and sanity. It even includes
arevised character sheet for your new CoC5%: investigators. And just to top things off, we present every player’s dream: The Randolph Pierce Foundation,
a small but complete organization of dedicated investigators working to unearth lost knowledge and illuminate humanity. Y our investigators can join with
thigissue siscenaro; SBIOSH O el TACKEL i . o coigeeii B cxiscnovaiinessuvnsnsionersressnobonars so s snsvnse LI T s T B L e s el s $4.00

cour tll'l Madness reprints the most-demanded material from TUO2 & 3. Includes the scenarios “The House on Stratford

Lane,” “The Travesty" and our masterpiece, “Grace Under Pressure.” Plus assorted articles and Tales of Terror. Includes two 11"x17" mapsheets and two
sheets of cardstock for “Grace” plus a beautiful brochure to an auction of occult paraphemalia. A numbered, limited edition of 200 copies, all behind a
stunning Blair Reynolds cover that was censored from Chaosium’s The Stars Are RigRE! .............cccovoviiinienineisieesesieeseeiieeeteieessvesieese s $6.00

CIllt Oi Cthulhu T'Shil'ts feature a new design by Oath cover artist Blair Reynolds. It depicts a horribly violent

confrontation between a handful of investigators and a mob of cultists. Bullets fly, swords swing, and limbs and blood spray through the air. In the
background sits a strange temple, while above it all hangs a sinister symbol, the symbol of the Cult of Cthulhu! To make it complete, there’s a Pagan
Publishing logo on one shoulder. Available in Large and X-Large—please SPECIfY!.........cccooiiioiiiiiiiiiiveiiiisieiieeeee et $10.00

Creﬂtures 8 CIIItlStS is our insane card game from TUO4. Now you can get it without the cards being folded in half and

stapled —yow! C&C lets you be the cultists; from 3-5 players can each take the part of whatever cult they wish, then send out their thugs, sorcerers, and
monsters to obliterate the enemy! If you’re Favored By The Stars you may even be able to summon your deity to earth and win the game. This new edition
ificludesinewscardsitoibootitotalin cald 2 intallibee. o vt amimssily i boat S e N e TR $4.00

Killer CI'OSShﬂil'S, What Gun Control Was Meant To Be! Our exclusive hit-location system for use with almost any role-playing

game! Includes a transparent crosshair you sight against one of the ten different target silhouettes included. Aim the crosshair on the part of the body you
want to hit, then make your roll as normal. Simple conversion system uses only one additional die roll to show you exactly where you hit—or how far off
you missed. Includes optional guidelines for what happens when each part of the body is damaged. Resolves those “you can't hit my leg, I'm behind a
trash'canl¥argumentsiforigood. Fun, €asy and Way 000 e i oeserisssesmarnsessbisebomonssiriassae st i s s s e b s o oo b i $5.00

All done? Okay, total up your purchases. If you’re in the U.S. or Canada, add $5 for shipping and handling. If you’re overseas,
to figure your shipping costs add 30% of your total order for Surface Rate, or 80% for Air Rate. Send a check or money order
to Chaosium, Inc. 950-A 56th Street Oakland, CA 94608. Or, use your Visa or MasterCard by mail, or by phone: [510] 547-7681.

to The Unspeakable Oath, the world’s premiere digest for the Call of Cthulhu horror role-playing game
One year, Four issues. $16 in the U.S., $24 everyplace else.
Check or money order to Pagan Publishing, 403A N. 8th St. Columbia, MO 65201
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Would you like submission guidelines? (include SASE)




JUIMISY Y o
<€— an
] T
6595
It
a8t /nmm
3514
‘ w,om /me
sl AOUNYY

820

-/$9- 01 08 JyBrupru
1y "210[dx2 noA

wOoOoI A19A3 10 I9A0D
JuOIj 2pISUI A3 UO
9[qe1 oWN 91 UO XOq B
JJO HIBA "ISyUN] UOIess
01 219y UINJaI SABM[Y
"JOJUD 0] UYSIM NOA BaIE
10 WOOI Y] Ul UMOYS
Joqunu yderdered

a1 01 08 ‘asnoy
IOUBW 3] YOIeas O,

IYISIDYUOA Y L

S

50

2N \I_/I
182

L3]
Mo138
OLN3dO

NG

80¢

82 =
N
vie M 8/€ ¥
\ = A X
. N
ocy dn
P .
-0, 992
/82
5 g€
6.2 4 Py
286 h S _../\ )
e 982
2% Glo
/ i
b _ 182
801 i QFOQ—,m
QUOIIS

(VA4

9zv
LEEEETE) S
o 89y
N 2Ly
Sl
400( 4
Qi 1
El
N/
822
s\
EiE R,
P
e
7 R
A00| 4
HUNo.AL




s handle and

bras




